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me pleasure in shaking hands with her. Gordon Words-
worth was full of an article in the Nineteenth Century
about W.W. and Coleridge being regarded as French
spies.
September ai. Lunched with Francis Buxton at the
Grove [Cromer] . He told me that Sir. F. Lascelles 1 had
himself told him the story of the Kaiser insisting on
Rhodes dining to meet him; the Kaiser had sat after
dinner in the billiard room alone with Rhodes, and when
summoned by Lascelles to join the party had refused to
go till he had an answer to his question: " Why did the
English get so excited over my telegram to Kruger ? " To
which Rhodes, after demurring to such a large question,
replied: " Well, if you will have an answer, sir, I can only
say that I suppose a boy doesn't mind being smacked by
his own mother, but he won't stand it from another
boy's!"
October 25. Lunched at Kennington. Long talk with
Alfred [Lyttelton] chiefly about Curzon. He says he has
been enquiring through Sir W. Lawrence into Curzon's
Indian work; he believes there never was such a record of
strenuousness, and stimulus giveiy "One general said, re-
ferring to his weekly interview ^ith Curzon, afraid as he
had been of it: " It stiffened one's muscles for work for
the week," or some such'phrase. He refused to let mem-
bers of his Council send their wives to Simla and live in
Clubs. " You draw eight thousand rupees a month from
this country, and you shall maintain a corresponding
position in the public view," Never man was bolder in
his great mission — telling a Rajah, for instance, when a
guest in his palace, that hitherto the palaces of India had
been merely the scenes of idleness and splendour. " What
I expect is that you will turn from the banqueting hall and
the harem to help me in my work for the regeneration of
* Sir Frank Lascclles, G.C.V.Q., Ambassador at Berlin 1895-4908.
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